
REV. WAYNE RUNNER  R ECTOR  

 

CHURCH OF THE ASCENS ION  

 Our glorious Ascension window facing Main Street is a wonderful reminder that we are the Church 

of the Ascension.  Many churches are named after individual saints to honor their lives.    Our namesake   

recalls a special event in the life of Jesus.   

 The Feast of the Ascension commemorates Christ's ascension at the end of his post -resurrection   

appearances to his disciples.  It occurs forty days after Easter and always on a Thursday.  As we read in the 

Gospel of Luke: Jesus led his disciples from Jerusalem to the village of Bethany, "and lifting up his hands he 

blessed them.  While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven." (Luke 24: 50 -

51) 

 So ended a day that transformed the disciples and opened a new life for them.  The ascension of        

Jesus began a period in which the disciples would proclaim that Jesus was no longer dead but truly alive.  

Though physically absent, Jesus was present among them in the Spirit.  They said that Jesus was not only 

raised from the realm of the dead, he was also elevated to the realm of God in heaven.  For the early     

Christians, the ascension marked the exaltation of Jesus, his final vindication and enthronement.  

 

 For present day Christians the ascension is a reminder that: (1) Jesus ascended into heaven and is 

ONE with God, (2) because of Christ's ascension God sends the Holy Spirit to be a part of each of us, (3) the 

ascension of Jesus transformed the disciples and continues to transform us.  

 Many churches named for saints such as St. John's, St. Peter's, St. Paul's, etc, are indeed named to 

honor the lives of great people but each of those saints first entered their faith through the door way of the 

ascension event.  May our parish be a reminder to ALL that this holy place of faith continues to be a doorway 

of faith to all disciples of Christ.  We call this holy space - The Church of the Ascension.  

Yours in Christ,  

Fr. Wayne +      
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From the Rector's Desk: 

 

401.783.2911 

ascensionw@verizon.net  

www.ascensionwakefield.org  



 

   To the Ascension Family ð  From Bill Kelly  
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As we now proceed into a new phase of 2010 parish life, we 
are compelled to recognize our financial challenges as we 
transition from Interim Rectors to life with Fr. Wayne and as 
we persist with our growth goals for the church family and our 
community presence. 

 

Your Vestry has deliberately chosen to incur the possibility of 
an initial overwhelming deficit situation. With complete faith 
that collectively Fr. Wayne, the Vestry, and parishioner efforts 
will strengthen us financially, as well as spiritually, for the 
future. Your Vestry continually strives to examine/reduce op-
erating costs, under the pressure of an economic downturn 
and reduced pledge support, to minimize this 2010 deficit. 

 

Please review the revised estimated budget as compared to 
the Vestry approved 2010 budget presented at the annual 
meeting. The new 2010 estimates reflect the costs of the per-
manent part-time Rector we called to serve.  The revised 
estimate   hopefully portrays a ñworst case scenarioò for our 
2010 finances.  It also serves as a basis tool for our          
upcoming 2011budget needs.   

 

We need to increase our 2010 revenues. 

 

As a contingency, any resultant 2010 deficit is planned to be 
funded by withdrawals from the Geo. Sweet Fund (an unre-
stricted Vestry controlled account in  Ascensionôs DIT fund.)  
This contingent withdrawal perpetuates Ascensionôs historical 
practice of depleting endowment funds to balance annual 
operating costs.  This Geo. Sweet gift was originally deter-
mined by the Vestry not to be used for operating costs ï our 
current financial situation has required realistic reconsidera-
tion by the Vestry. 

 

The Rector and Vestry truly appreciate and celebrate your 
stewardship.  We thank you for your financial support through 
your pledges and generous gifts to specific Ascension pro-
jects and needs. Unfortunately our anticipated revenues fall 
short of parish operating expenses.  The Rector and Vestry 
are obligated to communicate the current projection for our 
2010 financial situation. 

 

Bill Kelly 

Treasurer 
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ECW News é Diane Powers, President 

St. Maryôs ECW will gather for their Annual Picnic on Wednesday, 

June 9, 2010 at 12 noon at Shirley Southwick's home. Join us! 

St. Maryôs ECW will hold their Annual Yard Sale on  Saturday, 

June 26, from 8 AM - 12 Noon in the Parish Hall. Your donations 

of good condition household items will be appreciated. Items may 

be dropped off during office hours the week of the sale. We can 

accept good quality summer clothes only. Sorry, no televisions, 

computers and  accessories will be accepted. Donations cannot be 

accepted on the Saturday morning of the sake. Anyone who needs 

articles picked-up, call Diane Powers. 

Got stuff????  

Make friends with your closets, 

cupboards and garage again  

 

Annual ECW  YARD SALE  

 

Saturday  

June 26, 2010  

 

8 AM - 12 Noon  

 

Sacred and Profane Book Club   

June 30, 2010 at 6:30 PM  

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society 

Annie Barrows and Mary Ann Shaffer 

Call Parish Office for Directions 

 

Welcomed by Baptism into the Body of Christ 

Sunday June 20, 2010 

Andrea Kanary 

And 

Jaxon Kanary 

Children of  Robin Kanary 

Welcomed by Baptism into the Body of Christ 

Sunday May 23, 2010 

Charlotte Mae Robbins 

And 

James  Robert Robbins 

Children of James and Denise Robbins 

Summer Reading ...  

Do you have any books just waiting to be read? Join us on 

June 30th  to share your summer reading ñto-dosò. Weôre 

always looking for new topics to explore - just look at this 

monthôs title! 

As always, all are welcome to join us for special fellowship, 

fun discussion and great food!  

Focus on the Webé 

The I am an Episcopalian  site is celebrating its first anniversary. It is an interactive site sponsored by the 

National Church, where all Episcopalians can share their stories. These stories are interesting and      

inspirational and we are all invited to add our own reflections.  

http://www.iamepiscopalian.org/
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Prayer is not asking. 

Prayer is putting oneself in the 

hands of God at his disposition, 

And listening to his voice in the 

depths of our hearts.  

...Mother Teresa in her own words 

 

"I'd  Like to  Meet With the Rector"  

 

Fr. Wayne is available for meetings or pastoral 
visits on Mondays, Tuesdays and Saturdays. 

Please call 783-2911 to make an appointment. 

He is available for emergency care 24/7.      

Emergency # 837 -2729 

Our Thanks to Special People  

Happily, again this month - the list of 

ñthank youôsò is long! Our special 

thanks to: 

* Molly Jordan, Bill and Jane Kelly 

and all of the vestry members and 

parishioners who contributed to the 

wonderful reception following         

Fr. Wayneôs Institution. 

* Sandy Arnold and all of the Church 

School Teachers and parents for 

helping our children to grow in their 

Faith.  

* Susan Vasques and all of the   

members of our choir for providing 

such special music. 

 

* Jim Connor for moving all of 

those tables and chairs to accom-

modate all of our special events 

this spring. 

Whom would you like to thank?? 

Send a note to the parish office.  

 

Summer Worship Schedule  

Begins Saturday and Sunday June 12/13th  

Saturday Holy Eucharist 5 PM 

Sunday Holy Eucharist 9 AM 



Sunday School Update...  
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Ascension Youth Celebrate Cinco de Mayo  

Easter certainly went flying by and we had fun and inter-

esting lessons that revolved around Jesus teaching his 

friends how to spread the Good News and continue his 

work when he was not physically present. 

On Pentecost, in church, the Holy Spirit came in several 

forms.  The Spirit was with us as Charlotte and Jimmy 

Robbin were baptized.  Fr. Wayne gave a wonderful 

ñchildrenôs homily,ò that I believe the adults enjoyed just 

as much as the children.  Also, the children in the      

Childrenôs Choir offered a beautiful anthem.  And, finally, 

the Holy Spirit descended on all of us by way of doves 

and red balloons.  It was a wonderful celebration!! 

May 30th is Trinity Sunday.  We will all be in church to 

celebrate again. 

On June 6th, we will celebrate the closing of      Sunday 

School.  We will honor the Sunday School Teachers and 

the children will receive their end of year gifts. 

 

The celebrations will not be over on June 6th because our 

friends, the Canary family will be celebrating the baptism of   

Andrea and Jaxon on June 20th.  Please come and join in the 

celebration with these two wonderful children 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Sunday School 

Teachers, Lara, Christen and Anita for all of their hard and won-

derful work with the children.  They have shared their time, their 

creativity and treasure with all of us and we are very grateful 

Also, I would like to thank the Vestry, the Sunday School Teach-

ers and parents and the entire congregation for welcoming me 

back as Interim Sunday School Coordinator this year.  You made 

me feel loved and appreciated and I have enjoyed every minute 

that I spent carrying out my Coordinator duties this year. 

Sandy Arnold 

Interim Sunday School Coordinator 

 

The Youth Group Celebrated Cinco de Mayo and met with Fr. Wayne who 
joined the festivities - (see background of picture at left!). 

 

Ascension Youth will once again have a bake sale during the Memorial Day 
Parade in Wakefield - all donations are welcome!! See Nina or Dawn for    
details. 

Who might that be in the far 
background wearing that  

attractive sombrero??  

A Cinco de Mayo Thank You From Fr. Wayne to Ascension Youth Group 
  

Thank you so much for inviting me to your Cinco de Mayo Youth Supper. 
It was a great supper and lots of fun getting to know you. 

I am looking forward to being with you again. 
  
Gracias, 
Fr. Wayne+ 
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