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Our Search Progress ...  

 

The Parish Profile has been submitted to the Diocese and I have been told by Betsy Fornal that 

it looks good.  This is a very positive response and a great testimony to all who helped gather 

the necessary information, edit it and create the final version of the profile.  Many thanks to the 

members of the Self Study Committee: Doug Arnold, Etta Bates, Karen Crosby, Sigrid Hewitt 

Joan Lisi, Dawn Piers, and Shirley Southwick for their time and dedication to this very important 

assignment.  Thank you also to our Diocesan Consultant Marshall Rice, to the members of the 

Vestry and to the parishioners who participated in the parish meetings.  Your contributions 

mean a great deal and are very much appreciated.  

On Thursday, January 7 th , Search Committee members Maureen Buck, Peg Collins, Sigrid      

Hewitt, Jeff Melish and Diane Powers, along with the Vestry and Self Study Committee, will meet 

with Betsy Fornal and Marshall Rice to begin the next stage of this process, the advertisement 

and search for a new Rector.  Information gained from the Parish Profile will be central to this 

search.      

Please keep the Search Committee and the members of the parish in your prayers as we enter 

this phase of our journey.   

Peg Collins  

Senior Warden  

 

JANUARY 31, 2010 

9 AM Eucharist  

9AM Sunday School  

Followed by Breakfast  

&  

Annual Meeting  

 

Child Care Provided  

 

 

Please Submit  

All Annual Reports  

To Parish Office  

by  

January 15, 2010  

 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!  

                       ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  



A note from Susan + and Nancy+ ...  
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When people speak of Church Growth, they are usually talking about numbers:  attendance 

and financial support.  We are a number - fixated society; no wonder the number of people in 

the pews and the number of dollars in the bank are our first thoughts.  

 

The truth is that there are several ways to grow.  One of them is growth in generosity: the 

recognition of needs and the response to them.  The Church of the Ascension is a generous 

congregation that has become even more so.  In December, in addition to our on -going   

ministry of providing the Sunday Night Supper to all comers, the parish contributed a heavy 

load of pineapple and pumpkin to the Jonnycake Center, 50 school bags for Church World 

Service to be presented at our altar at the Epiphany Pageant, an array of gifts for families 

adopted by the Youth Group and the parishioners, ECWôs toy collection, and the Sunday 

Schoolôs birthday presents for Jesus. The gifts chosen for Jesus were purchased with the 

loose coins so many of you placed in the two piggy banks. Jesusô birthday gifts include two 

goats, a flock of geese, and surgery to restore the eyesight of a child in a third world country, 

and they have money for additional belated birthday gifts for their Lord.  

There are also gifts of time given to all our ministries. In mid -December parishioners,        

including the choir giving up one of their rehearsals to attend the town zoning board meeting 

to support Peace Dale Congregational Churchôs proposal to provide emergency shelter during 

bad weather for up to 12 people, an overflow from Welcome House.  The proposal passed, 

and now some parishioners are being trained to be volunteers at the emergency shelter.  

Our expressions of generosity bespeak the love of God in Jesus Christ and exemplify a poem 

by American theologian Howard Thurman.  

 

 ñWhen the song of the angels is stilled, 

  When the star in the sky is gone,  

  When the kings and princes are home,  

  When the shepherds are back with their flock,  

  The work of Christmas begins:  

  To find the lost,  

  To heal the broken,  

  To feed the hungry,  

  To release the prisoner,  

  To rebuild the nation,  

  To bring peace among brothers and sisters,  

  To make music in the heart.ò 

 

Wishing you a blessed new year as we minister together in Christôs love,   

Nancy and Susan  



Christian Social Action Team  
 January Update   by Paul Jordan           

Celebrating  St. Maryõs ECW 63rdAnniversary 

November 11, 2009  

package yet).  Her name is 

Bushra Hassan Tahir, and she 

lives  in Baghdad, Iraq. The       

sponsorship lasts for one year 

and will help her begin to 

build a new life.  We will give 

more information next month 

when we have the complete 

packet on her.  

  

The Jonnycake food for   

January is canned vegetables.  

  

Welcome House / Peacedale 

Congregational Church ï 

Warm Shelter Approval:  

On Tuesday December 15 th , a 

half -dozen of us attended the 

informational session for 

shelter volunteer staff and I 

believe we all signed up to 

be on call for this effort.    

The following evening over a 

dozen Ascension members, 

including the entire choir, 

turned out to show their 

support at the Zoning Board 

of Review hearing at which 

Peacedale sought the final 

Town approval needed to 

open the shelter.  After quite 

a bit of testimony and   

questioning from opponents 

and proponents, the Zoning 

Board voted unanimously to 

approve!   By the time you 

read this, the shelter has 

most likely already opened 

its doors.  

Forty -one school kits are ready 

to go!   These will be on display 

in the church on Epiphany   

Sunday -  January 10th when 

they will be blessed before    

being sent off to Church World 

Service for distribution overseas  

  

Our children raised enough in 

their piggy/goat bank drive to 

get Jesus two goats and a flock 

of geese for his birthday.  They 

also made enough to restore the 

sight of a blind child in a third 

world country.  

  

We have received the name of 

the woman we will be sponsor-

ing this year through Women for 

Women International (although 

we don't have her information 

  St. Maryõs ECW  

All women of the parish are invited 

to join us for our monthly meeting 

and gift auction.  

Plan to Join Us!  

Wednesday January 13th at 12:30pm  

Bring a sandwich -   

dessert and beverage provided  
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    The Gift of Years ...  

It is possible to make each year bring with it a lasting gift to add to the fullness of experience, 

to be treasured up, savored and remembered. They need not be startling, these gifts of the 

years, they may be things that lie within the reach of us all.  

-  Grenville Keiser  
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As you may already know,  
the tenant has moved out of the    

Rectory, which gives us the             
opportunity to go through and clean 

house.  Several items are in need of 
replacing, including the carpet runner 

on the stair and the floor of the 
kitchen.   

 
A generous parishioner has given us a 

gift of $500.00 to get started with the 
project.  Fortunately, Jim Vasques and 

Jim Conner are helping with removal 
of the old flooring, cleaning of the   

garage and painting, as well as        

installation of some of the new items 
on the list.    

                                                                                           
The first floor lavatory will have a new 

toilet seat, a new medicine cabinet and 

new lighting. The second floor bath 

will have a new vanity, sink and    
medicine cabinet, new lighting and 

a new tile floor.  
  

Other parishioners have             
volunteered their time to help clean 

up the bath tub, wash down closet 
and cabinet shelves and wash   

windows.   
 

If you would like to join in through 
a contribution of money or time, 

(even a dump run would helpful!)
please contact me.  

 

Laura Krekorian, Junior Warden  

401 789 6308  

Got Paint?  

Have Some Time?  

Rectory Update From  

Laura Krekorian  



Happy New Year!!  

I just wanted to thank everyone 

for your help making this yearôs 

Christmas Pageant so beautiful.  

It was a tremendous success!  

Having adults there who were 

willing to make and organize 

costumes, bring snacks, iron 

costumes and be there to help 

answer questions and organize 

the children made a world of dif-

ference (to me) and the children.  

Thank you!  I hope that your 

children enjoyed it as much as 

the adults did.   

We are looking ahead to the 

Kings arriving to present the 

baby Jesus with their gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh 

during another wonderful pag-

eant for Epiphany, January 10 th .  

It will be wonderful as well, I am 

sure.  We will also be honoring 

Jesusô birthday by asking the chil-

dren to pick gifts for Jesus with 

the money they raised from the 

donations that they received from 

our Church family.  And, the chil-

dren will be processing with the 

school bags that will be sent to 

Church World Service to help chil-

dren who do not have school sup-

plies around the world.   

In Sunday School for the few 

weeks before Lent begins, we will 

be having some fantastic lessons 

about Jesusô birth, baptism and 

also his early teachings.  We will 

be hearing about Jesusô cousin, 

John, who baptized him.  Also, we 

will be learning about Jesusô first 

miracle at the wedding in Cana.  

  I think that the children will enjoy 

these lessons very much.  

And, we will be making Valentines 

to send to United States veterans 

for our Sunday School outreach 

program to thank our soldiers for 

everything they have done for us.   

We will have Sunday School on 

January 31 st , the day of our Annual 

Meeting, but it will be at 9 a.m. 

instead of at 10.  We will have 

child care available for parents 

who would like to attend the meet-

ing after the brunch.  

Again, I wish you a happy, healthy 

and blessed 2010.  

Sandy Arnold  

Sunday School Coordinator  

is dougnsandy@yahoo.com . 

Church School Update...  
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Ascension Youth Group News  

mailto:dougnsandy@yahoo.com
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