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Thanks to All for a Great Mardi Gras Celebration!  

Many thanks to Bill Kelly for the        

delicious pork feast that was  enjoyed 

by all. Bill and Jane also provided the 

seemingly endless supply of those 

great roasted  potatoes! As always, Bill 

was the last person unloading the             

dishwasher. Many thanks for all of your 

effort!  

Thanks also to Sigrid Hewitt and Peg 

Collins for their creative table setting. 

Thanks to Dawn Piers for providing  

Soupõs On at Ascension 

March 9 th  at 5:30 p.m.  

Come enjoy hot soup and crusty breads  

Homemade just for You  

by members of the Christian Action team!  

As we look forward to spring with anticipation of  

gardens full of flowers and veggies,  

The Christian Action team presents soups made  

with ingredients that can be grown locally.   

Local garden enthusiasts will also join us that evening to  

offer tips for organic gardening.  

So come hungry and with your garden questions!  

Free! 

But do bring a food pantry item to donate!  

 

The Rev. Nancy Willis  

is available by appointment for  

the sacrament of reconciliation  

 Book of Common Prayer p. 447.  

all of the festive decorations . Thanks to 

members of the Vestry who set out 

food, made coffee, provided drinks, 

assisted with clean -up and made      

everyone feel welcome. Despite bad 

weather and school vacation, a good 

time was had by all!  



A Parish Prayer as We Search for Our New Priest  

A note from Susan + ...  

Page 2 

MARCH 2010      RISI NG 

 

Lent is well underway as I write here at 

the end of February.  The Lenten    

Reading List is long and a banquet   

covering different areas of religion, 

theology, and spirituality.  There are 

memoirs from a variety of traditions, 

some thought provoking secular      

writings whose principles can be     

applied to how we live and how we 

care for all of   creation, and plenty of 

spiritual desserts from writers known 

and new.  Our hope is that you will be 

spiritually nourished, stretched, 

enlightened, challenged and even left 

speechless by some of our choices.  

  

 

 Please remember the members of the Search Committee in your prayers as  

they continue their important work. 

"Wise and  compassionate God,  source of all blessings:   Look graciously on your Church, and  let your Holy 

Spirit  guide the minds  and hearts  of those who will choose a rector for this parish, that  they may  seek and find  a     

faithful pastor who will journey with us,  sharing his or her gifts,   and empowering us to use the gifts you have given 

us to minister to the world to which we are sent,  through Jesus Christ our Lord."  

For every book on the list that you 

read during Lent, Nancy and I will put 

from $1 to $3 dollars in the Haiti relief 

fund.   

The book cart can be found at the 

back of the sanctuary along with a 

sign out sheet and a chart showing 

the $ value of your read.  The silver 

and gold stars left for you to place on 

the chart after you have finished a 

book, tell us your ranking of the 

book.   We will add more books this 

week.  You can also use your list that 

was in last monthõs Rising to get    

copies from the library if our copy is 

already borrowed from the cart.    

Remember to get the books you 

have read back to the cart so   

another person can read it.  

Reading helps us move from 

prejudice and opinion to informed 

and educated responses to many 

of the challenges and changes 

going on in the world today,           

inside and outside of the Church.  

So take on a good read - it is much 

more fun than giving up chocolate 

for Lent!  

Blessings, 

Susan+ 

Link to February Rising 

 

 

 

 

Help Us To Complete Ascensionõs History! 

A timeline will be in the Parish Hall following Services.  

Just record all of your òAscension Datesó on a post-it and we will compile an  

Ascension Family History  

While youõre there - browse the archive pictures of our beautiful sanctuary. Thank you!!  

Ascensionõs  History 

C:/Documents and Settings/Karen Crosby/My Documents/Ascension Rising/February 2010.pdf


South County Church Women United           

announces the South Kingstown Area    

Ecumenical Lenten Luncheon schedule of 

services for this Lenten season.  

These lunch and worship services will be 

from 12p -  1p and are designed so that 

those wishing to attend on their lunch hour 

may do so. Lunches are provided by the 

host church.  

 

For additional information, please contact 

Diane Miller at 792.8965.  

 
 

 

Wednesday March 3, 2010  

Christ United Methodist  

2291 Kingstown Road  

Rev. Juliet Bongfeldt preaching  

 

Wednesday March 10, 2010  

Kingston Congregational Church  

2610 Kingstown Road  

Rev. Raymond Bradley preaching  

 

Wednesday March 17, 2010  

Church of the Ascension  

Rev. Thelma Nauth preaching  

 

Wednesday March 24, 2010  

Wakefield Baptist Church  

236 Main Street  

Rev. Jennifer Phillips preaching  

 

  St. Maryõs ECW  

 

For the program we will be sharing our Lenten reading. Our Rectors Susan & Nancy have come up with a 

plethora of titles from which to choose, and they will contribute $1.00 for each book read. This should be 

fun,  so plan to join us.  

 

On Wednesday, March 17, St. Mary's will host the Lenten Luncheon. This consists of a service in the 

church, followed by lunch in the parish house. These luncheons have been organized by South County 

Church Woman United. They are ecumenical  gatherings and have been very popular over the years. with 

men and women of the community. The service begins at 12 noon, followed by lunch. The full schedule 

for these luncheons appears elsewhere in  Rising.  

Christian Social Action Team  
 January Update   by Paul Jordan           

Plan to Join Us!  

Wednesday March10th at 12:30pm  

Bring a sandwich -   

dessert and beverage provided  
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From Bette Thresher  

 South County Church Women United  

                  Lenten Series  



4th Annual Community Con-

versation on Hunger  

On Thursday, March 11 h,       

community members are invited 

to join the Hunger Task Force ï a 

joint initiative of the URI Feinstein 

Center for a Hunger Free America 

and the Jonnycake Center of 

Peace Dale -  for the fourth annual 

ñCommunity Conversation on 

Hunger.ò The meeting will be held 

at 7 pm at the Peace Dale      

Congregational Church, 261     

Columbia Road.    A representative 

from the Rhode Island          

Community Food Bank will      

present the results of the recently 

released study ñHunger in    

Americaò which highlights     

characteristics of those who    

utilize food pantries and soup 

kitchens in Rhode Island. In    

addition, Chef Leah Sarris, from 

Kids First, will be on hand to talk 

about new  initiatives for making 

school meals healthy, nutritious 

and  delicious!  

This is an opportunity to learn 

about the various initiatives of the 

Hunger Task Force and to learn 

In this season of Lent, the   

Outreach Committee would like 

all of us to consider the        

correspondence between the 

"great commandment" and the 

sign outside our church saying 

that "All Are Welcome."   How 

well are we living up to that 

invitation?   Do we welcome 

some persons to worship with 

us but hold them at arm's 

length in our hearts?   What 

feelings or prejudices do we 

hang onto that prevent us from 

having a relationship of        

unconditional love and         

acceptance with all who seek us 

out.   Do we truly act as though 

we "...are all one in           

Christ  Jesus?"  

 

While these are not easy ques-

tions for any of us, the        

Outreach Committee humbly 

asks that all in the Ascension 

community take time to reflect 

and pray on these questions 

over the coming weeks.   Weôre 

hopeful that this reflection may 

bring us to a place where there 

is no doubt that indeed,  all are  

welcome at Ascension.  

    Thought for the day  

Pray -  period. Donôt expect anything. Better yet, expect nothing, Prayer cleanses us of expec-

tations and allows holy will, providence, and life itself an entry. What could be more worth the 

effort -  or the non -effort?     Thomas Moore  
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Christian Social Action Team  
March Update   by Paul Jordan           

about what you can do to help cre-

ate a hunger free community.   

Refreshments will be served and 

everyone is invited!   For more  

information call Kathleen Gorman, 

874 -9089 or Susan Gustaitis, 789 -

1559, x11.  

Something to think about  dur-

ing Lent  

Then one of them, which was a 

lawyer, asked him a question, 

tempting him, and saying,       

Master, which is the great       

commandment in the law? Jesus 

said unto him, Thou shalt love the 

Lord thy God with all thy heart, 

and with all thy soul. and with all 

thy mind. This is the first and 

great commandment. And the  

second is like unto it, Thou shalt 

love thy neighbour as thyself. On 

these two commandments hang all 

the law and the prophets. -- Matt. 

xxii 35 -40.   

 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, 

there is neither slave nor free, 

there is no male and female, for 

you are all one in Christ Jesus. --  

Galatians 3:28  



Church School Update...  

In Sunday School, we have been 

talking about walking the way of 

Jesus all year.  Now that we are 

into Lent, we are focusing on 

òpaying it forwardó; what we can 

do to help others, even in the 

smallest ways.  

 

One of the acts of kindness that 

the Sunday School has done in 

February is sending Valentines 

to Veterans at the Rhode Island 

Veteransõ Home.  The veterans 

are always so happy to receive 

the greetings.  

We are also exploring the mean-

ing of Lent and Holy Week.  We 

will be making Holy Week Boxes 

during the last couple of weeks of 

Lent.  If you have any 1 dozen egg 

egg cartons, we would love to 

have them.  

 

It is wonderful to see enthusiasm 

radiating through our Sunday 

School; the children are filled 

with the Holy Spirit and willing to 

share that Spirit with the world.  

Thank you for sharing your     

children with us!  

 

Sandy Arnold  

Sunday School Coordinator  

dougnsandy@yahoo.com  
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Ascension Youth to Sponsor Sunday Supper  

The Youth Group is once again helping out with Sunday Supper, Sunday, March 28th.    

Our duties will include making dessert, salad, set up and clean up.  

Youth volunteers are needed to make and serve most of the meal. Donations of food items                     
will be needed also.    

A sign -up will be posted on the Youth Group bulletin board. We had many great volunteers and had a      
lot of fun working together the last time we were in charge.  

 If you enjoy cooking and helping out in the kitchen  this is your chance, while also contributing to the wider 
community! Please contact Nina Garfield if you would like to participate.  

Hacker Alert!!  

A reliable source reports that you may receive an apparently harmless e -mail titled 'Mail Server Report'.       If you open  
either file, a message will appear on your screen saying: 'It is too late now, your life is no longer beautiful....'  
 

Subsequently you will LOSE EVERYTHING IN YOUR PC, And the person who sent it to you will gain access to your Name,     
e-mail and password.  This is a new virus which started to circulate on Saturday afternoon.  AOL has already confirmed the 
severity, and the anti virus software's are not capable of destroying it.  
 
                              The virus has been created  by a hacker who calls himself 'life owner'  

mailto:dougnsandy@yahoo.com
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