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CHURCH OF THE ASCENS ION  

 The Easter season is the most glorious time in the church year.  As the buds burst forth 

in color it's a constant reminder of rebirth and renewal.  I feel so blessed to be sharing this  

wonderful season with my new friends at Ascension.  As the sea of boxes in the rectory dwin-

dle down to a precious few it indicates we're in and ready to get to work (and play). 

Karen and I want to thank you for the warm welcome to Ascension.  There are so many to 

thank that it's best not to try to name names. Let me at least express my thanks to the      

members of the Search Committee for their professional yet friendly handling of the search                                      

process.  Thank you to the Vestry for a wonderful afternoon together followed by the official 

call.  A very big thank you to the people who worked so hard and spent so many hours    

sprucing up the rectory for our arrival. Your time and efforts are greatly appreciated.                 

Finally a thank you to all of the parishioners who have gone out of their way to greet us and 

make us feel welcome. 

 The joy of Easter is definitely around us, in and outside of the church.  Like Easter    

itself, this is a time of renewal for all of us. It is through the Glory of Christ that we begin our 

journey together. 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Wayne + 
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Menõs Club Plant Sale 

Saturday May 15,2010 8 AM - 2 PM 

Deadline for Pre - ordering Plants  

Wednesday May 12th  

Order form on page 7  
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item in the narthex for inclusion in the 

food basket.  Dawn says we gathered 

over 500 pounds of food last year, letôs 

shoot for 750 this year!  

If youôve been wondering about that big 

pile of soil (under the blue tarp) outside 

the parish hall, we purchased five yards 

of screened loam to fill our new organic 

vegetable garden.  The remainder is 

being distributed around the rectory for 

some new plantings.  Any leftovers will 

go to refreshing the flower beds around 

the church.  Soon to be ñmaster       

gardenerò Anita Burke has agreed to  

Many thanks to all for giving so gener-

ously to our April Jonnycake Center 

ñTen Most Wanted Foodsò              

collection.  For the month of May weôll     

continue to support Jonnycake with 

collections of spaghetti sauces in week 

one, tuna & mayo for week two, peanut 

butter & jelly in the third week, canned 

vegetables & canned or dried fruit in 

the fourth and lastly, hot & cold       

cereals.  Like last year, weôll have    

pre-purchased items available in the    

narthex before services.  If you forget 

to pick something up at the market you 

can purchase an  

Christian Social Action Team May 2010 Update  

               By Paul Jordan  
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That's what I consider true generosity. 

You give your all, and yet you always 

feel as if it costs you nothing. 

Simone de Beauvoir  

oversee the vegetable garden with help 

from Paul, Sigrid and others.  We 

should have something planted any day 

now. Our hope is to provide fresh     

produce for the Sunday Supper and      

Jonnycake.  If youôd like to help with 

watering, weeding and whatever over 

the summer, please give Anita a call.  

By the time you read this, Father Wayne 

will have sat in on his first Outreach 

meeting here at Ascension.  We hope to 

bring out some exciting new ideas for 

parish wide discussion and possible 

action.  

Got Stuff???  

Bill Kelly calls our attention to the ñClean Out Your Garage Dayò to be        
conducted by RI Resource Recovery.  

May 15, 2010 8 am - 1 pm 

Narragansett Beach Pavilion 

They will accept ANYTHING! 

All hazardous wastes - paints, oils, flammables chemicals  

Also E-waste - TVôs Computers etc. 

www.rirrc,org click ECO-depot for more info 

 

"I'd  Like to  Meet With the Rector"  

 

Fr. Wayne is available for meetings or pastoral 
visits on Mondays, Tuesdays and Saturdays. 

Please call 783-2911 to make an appointment. 

He is available for emergency care 24/7.      

Emergency # 837 -2729 

http://www.rirrc.org


Dear Friends, 

I canôt tell you what a privilege it was to serve you 
during your transition, to renew old friendships and 
to make new ones. 

I thank the Vestry for the lovely celebratory coffee 
hour on Palm/Passion Sunday, and I thank all of 
you for your kind gifts, the beautiful flowers that I 
will plant in my garden and the generous           
contribution to Episcopal Charities. You have given 
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St. Maryõs ECW to Hold Annual Meeting  

Bette Thresher  

Church of the Ascensionôs St. Maryôs Episcopal 
Church Women will gather for their annual meeting 
on Wednesday, May 12th at Jonny Stoneôs home. 
The agenda will include the election of officers. The 
proposed candidates are: 

President: Diane Powers 

Vice president: Barbara Palmer 

Secretary: Marion Baker 

Treasurer: Nancy Blydenburgh 

Nominating Committee 2011: 

Betty Phillips, Phyllis Scheibenflug, Bette Thresher 

The program will be the annual plant auction, 
where annuals and perennials from our      
gardens, or even store-bought are sold at       
auction. We not only raise money, but we 
have lots of fun. The meeting begins at 12 
noon on May 12. Bring a sandwich (or what-
ever), Dessert and beverage will be provided. 

Plan to join us! 

Bette Thresher 
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South County Church Women United   

Plan May Friendship Day Luncheon  

Bette Thresher  

The South County Unit of the Church Women 

United will celebrate May Friendship Day on      

Friday, May 7, 2010. 

The service will be held at Dunnôs Corner        

Community Presbyterian Church in Westerly. 

There will be a pot-luck luncheon at 12 noon and 

the service will begin at 1 PM. Everyone is asked to 

bring a salad to share and their own place setting. 

The theme of this yearôs celebration if ñLiving the    

Visionò, and it shows how women can work        

together to transform communities and the world. 

All are invited to attend. No reservations are      

required. For more information, call Diane Manning 

at 789-6185, or Ascensionôs delegates to South 

County CWU, Shirley Southwick or Bette Thresher. 

A Note From Nancy Willis ...  

living remembrance of our time together and    
valuable assistance to the community. Both      
capture the spirit of our worship: our love of God, 
creation and humankind. 

Although I will miss our time together, I am glad 
that, with some assurance I can look forward to our 
meeting around town. So this is not ñgood-byeò, but 
ñsee you soonò. 

Peace,  Nancy+ 



This has been a very busy time at 

Ascension and this monthôs list is 

long -  We say thank you to: 

* Etta Bates, Joan Lisi and Randy 

Collins for delivering all of those 

bags of vacation groceries to the  

Jonnycake Center and to all our 

most generous parishioners who 

filled all of those bags with much 

needed food for so many families. 

* Betsy Olbrych for delivering the 

school bags to East Providence so 

that they will soon be distributed to 

children in need. Betsy even       

managed to deliver the bags on a 

proper ñintake dayò!  
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Our Thanks to Special People  

So many people contribute endless time and effort to Ascension 

we would like to create a place to say a  proper òThank You" 

each month é so let us know whom you would like to thank! 

* Tony and Betty Faella for providing 

all of the beautiful spring flowers that 

graced our tables for Father Wayneôs 

reception. 

* Bill and Jane Kelly for all of their 

work in providing not one, but two 

wonderful receptions in two weeks! 

Thanks also to all vestry members 

and others who provided ñgoodiesò  

* Diane Powers, Barbara and    

Gardner Palmer, Jim Connor, and 

our Junior Warden, Laura Krekorian 

for all of their hard work, as the    

rectory renovation nears completion. 

 

* Paul Jordan for improving the 
ñterrainò around the rectory with 
new topsoil 

* And finally from the ñeditorò  - an 
apology to Ken Simmons for the 
undetected error in last monthôs 
Rising.  

Ascension Menõs Club Update from Cliff Gardner 

Cliff reports that since there are 
currently only 4 members in the  
Menôs Club, two with serious 
physical problems, additional help 
will be needed to make this  
popular annual fundraising event - 
the Plant Sale a reality. 

Specifically - able bodied         
volunteers needed for: 

Friday  AM - to set up tables 

Friday  afternoon - setting plants 

Sunday  after coffee hour -         
dismantling everything 

Please contact Cliff to volunteer. 

 

Plant Sale  

and  

ECW Mini Bake Sale  

 

Saturday May 15, 2010  

8 A - 2 P 

Submit Pre -orders by  

Wednesday May 12, 2010  

 

Checks payable to  

Ascension Menôs Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Menôs Club is pleased to   

announce that there will be a 

Master Gardner on hand the day 

of the sale to answer all of                

your ñplant questionsò 



Sunday School Update...  
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Ascension Youth Update  

Thank you to all the Youth Group Volunteers who helped with Sunday Supper.  

Our Ascension Youth will be collecting food for the Jonnycake Center during the month of May. 

As they did last year - the kids will make foods will be available for ñpurchaseò every Sunday  

if you do not wish to provide the specific items  

The List for May Donations: 

Week 1 - spaghetti sauce  

Week 2 - tuna and mayonnaise  

Week 3 - canned veggies, canned or dried fruits  

Week 4 - hot or cold cereals  

Sunday Supper 3/28/2010  

Alleluia!  The Lord is risen!  We have enjoyed a wonderful 

Easter in Sunday School.  On the first Sunday after Easter, 

we welcomed our new Rector, Fr. Wayne, with a service that 

was attended by all.  For the past two weeks, we have    

welcomed some new families and some returning families!  

It has been very exciting! 

 

Our lessons during Easter focus on Godôs love for all of us.  

We have been talking about how we can spread the Good 

News of Godôs love and what we can do for others to show 

how we love each other just as God loveôs us. 

We will have our regular Sunday School classes for the next 

three weeks (May 2, 9 and 16), and then, we will be in 

church to celebrate altogether. 

 

 

Pentecost, May 23rd, will be a wonderful celebration of the Holy 

Spirit coming among us.  Five of our family members will receive 

the sacrament of baptism that day and we will all be in church to 

celebrate with them. On May 30th, we will also be in church to 

celebrate the Holy Trinity.   

On June 6th, we will have our Sunday School closing exercises.  

The children will be receiving their gifts and we will be thanking 

the Sunday School teachers for their dedication as well. 

It has been a wonderful and exciting year in Sunday School!        

I would like to thank the families for sharing your amazing      

children with us.  

Sandy Arnold                                                                                   

Sunday School Coordinator 
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